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The  Urb  an  District  Council  of  Oldbury. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OK  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING,  DECEMBER  31ST,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on 
l lie  Health  of  l he  District  of  Oldbury  for  the  year  ending 
3 1st  December,  1925. 

The  area  of  the  district  remains  the  same  as  it  has 
for  the  last  20  years  and  upwards,  viz.,  3,527  acres.  It 
is  divided  into  two  portions,  an  upper  portion  and  a  lower 
one,  the  latter  being  Oldbury  Town  proper.  This  is 
chiefly  industrial  and  is  thickly  populated.  Its  indus¬ 
tries  are  varied  in  character,  the  most  important  being 
Chemical  Works,  Phosphorus  Works,  Railway  Carriage 
and  Wagon  Works,  Steel  Works,  Iron  Foundries,  Brick 
Works,  Printing  Works,  two  Surgical  Dressing  Works, 
and  many  others  of  minor  importance. 

The  upper  part  of  the  district  was,  until  recently, 
rural  in  character,  hut  is  now  rapidly  becoming  quite 
residential  in  nature,  although  there  are  still  numerous 
farms  in  existence. 

The  population  at  the  last  census  was  given  as 
37,700,  but  is  now  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  as 
40,740.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  employed  at  the 
various  works  in  I  lie  district,  with  I  In;  exception  of  those 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  district,  the  Warley  portion, 
many  of  whom  are  employed  in  Birmingham,  which  it 
adjoins. 
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TABLE  I 


1. — General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres) 

...  3,527 

Population  (1925) 

...  40,740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1925) 

...  8,917 

Estimated  Number  of  families  or  separate 

occupiers  (1925) 

...  9,600 

Rateable  Value 

£166,685 

0  0 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

...  £547 

0  0 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  administered 

during  the  year 

...  £8, 188 

0  0 

2. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of 

the  Year. 

Total.  M.  F. 

|  Legitimate  ...  884  427  457 

Birth  rate 

22  1 

|  Illegitimate  ..  18  7  1 1  j 

Deaths  ...  ...  442  221  221 

Death-rate 

108 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  2 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births: — 
Legitimate  70.9  Illegitimate  nil.  Total  70'9 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ...  14 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)...  9 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  12 


lliis  1  able  gives  in  a  brief  form  llie  particulars  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  as  belonging  lo  the 
district  during  the  past  year  was  902 — 434  males  and 
468  females — giving  a  birth-rate  of  22.1  per  1,000  in¬ 
habitants,  compared  with  21.8  in  the  previous  year. 
The  legitimate  births  were  427  males  and  457  females, 
and  the  illegitimate  births  were  7  males  and  11  females. 
There  were  no  deaths  registered  amongst  l  he  illegitimates 
during  the  year. 

Our  birth-rate  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
general  birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was 
18.3  per  1,000  population. 

There  were  442  deaths  registered  of  inhabitants  be¬ 
longing  to  the  district,  giving  an  annual  death-rate  of 
10.8  per  1,000,  compared  with  380  deaths  and  a  death- 
rate  of  9.4  per  1,000  in  the  previous  year  1924.  This 
increase  was  chiefly  due  to  tin*  great  mortality  amongst 
aged  people  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  from  chest 
affections,  owing  to  the  very  cold  weather  which  then 
prevailed,  when  no  less  than  140  died  above  the  age  of 
65  years — most  of  whom  being  over  75  years.  Table 
IV.  also  shows  that  96  deaths  were  registered  in  persons 
of  45  years  and  upwards,  many  of  whom  were  over  60 
years. 

Our  death-rate,  however,  compares  favourably  with 
that  of  the  general  death-rate  of  England  and  Wales, 
which  was  12.2  per  1,000  inhabitants. 


TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  ig2$  and  Previous  five  years. 
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Corresponding  rates. 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water),  3527  acres 

Total  estimated  population,  40,740  ;  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  8947  ;  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4’5- 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Infantile 

Mortality 


The  total  number  of  infants  who  died  under  one 
year  of  age  was  04,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
71  per  1,000  births.  This  is  somewhat  higher  than  in 
I  tie  previous  year,  when  it  was  08.4  per  1,000  births. 
This  also  compares  favourably  with  I  hat  of  England  and 
Wales  generally,  which  is  given  as  75  per  1,000  births. 
This  increase  was  due  to  the  severe  weather  prevailing 
at  the  early  part  of  the  year  which  caused  so  many  deaths 
at  the  extremes  of  life  from  chest  diseases. 


TABLE  IV. — Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1925. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year 

of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

c/5 

dd. 

V 

V 
* 

CO 

N 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months. 

3  months  and 

under  6  months. 

6  months  and 

under  9  months. 

9  months  and 

under  12  months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year. 

j  Certified 

All  Causes  - 

10 

5 

4 

2 

21 

7 

1 1 

1 1 

13 

63 

(  Uncertified 

... 

... 

■ 

I 

1 

Small-pox 

. . . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Chicken-pox  ... 

... 

\ 

Measles 

1 

I 

2 

Scarlet  Fever... 

.  .  . 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

2 

2 

[Whooping  Cough 

... 

I 

3 

4 

Diarrhoea 

... 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Enteritis 

2 

3 

5 

[Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

I 

■{  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

[  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

. .  1 

f  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

2 

2 

I 

I 

. . . 

4 

< 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Maras- 

4 

2 

3 

I 

10 

2 

12 

mus 

2 

... 

2 

I 

... 

3 

Atelectasis 

1 

... 

... 

I 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

r 

... 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Syphilis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Rickets 

... 

. . . 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

... 

. . . 

.  •  • 

. . . 

Convulsions  ... 

I 

... 

I 

I 

Gastritis 

•  • . 

. . . 

I 

I 

Laryngitis 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

Bronchitis 

I 

I 

2 

I 

2 

3 

I 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

.  •  • 

2 

3 

5 

10 

Suffocation,  overlying 

I 

... 

I 

I 

2 

Pemphigus 

I 

.  .  . 

I 

, , , 

I 

Other  Causes 

... 

... 

I 

I 

2 

Totals 

10 

5 

4 

2 

21 

7 

1 1 

1 1 

14 

64 

1*0 


TABLE  V. —  Causes  of \  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  IQ25. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents”  whether 
occurring  within  or  outside  the  District. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

I  year. 

I  and 
under  2 

years. 

2  and 
under  5 

years 

vr% 

2  M  « 
C  u.  t~ 
d  u  r3 

'O  v 
xn  z  >> 
p 

1 5  and 
under  25 

years 

25  and 
under  45 

years. 

ID 

■a  -.o  • 
5  u  t 

-  v  n 

.0^  17 

■*■3  > 

65  and 

upwards. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

A  ,,  \  Certified  ... 

All  causes  {  ■  T  -r  , 

/  Uncertified 

439 

3 

63 

1 

37 

i 

l6 

22 

18 

47 

96 

I 

140 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Small-Pox 

Measles... 

14 

2 

8 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

4 

3 

I 

I 

Diphtneria  and  Croup 

4 

2 

I 

I 

Influenza 

7 

... 

I 

. . . 

I 

3 

2 

Erysipelas 

.. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

I 

... 

I 

Diabetes 

5 

I 

2 

2 

Heart  Disease  ... 

30 

2 

I 

2 

9 

l6 

Pulmonary  Pnthisis  ... 

34 

... 

... 

I  I 

15 

7 

I 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

4 

I 

3 

Rheumatic  Fever 

4 

2 

1 

I 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

46 

I 

2 

23 

20 

Bronchitis 

5i 

9 

4 

2 

8 

28 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

17 

7 

8 

2 

. .  • 

... 

.  .  . 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms)... 

27 

3 

5 

3 

I 

I 

12 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs 

2 

... 

.  .  • 

1 

I 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

15 

8 

4 

I 

I 

I 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

2 

... 

I 

... 

1 

... 

Alcoholism 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

I 

I 

Nephritis  and  Bright's  Di-ease 

7 

I 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

I 

... 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 

turition . 

3 

. . . 

3 

. . 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 

formation,  including  Pre- 

mature  Birth 

18 

18 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

Violent  Deatits,  excluding 

Suicides 

17 

3 

I 

I 

4 

X 

2 

3 

2 

Suicides 

5 

... 

... 

... 

2 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

22 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

17 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Duodenum 

4 

#  , 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  . 

... 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

90 

5 

4 

2 

7 

3 

6 

15 

48 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

known 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals  ... 

442 

64 

3« 

16 

22 

1 8 

47 

Q7 

140 

11 


TABLE  VI. —  Causes  of  Death  in  Ward  Order  during  the  year  1925. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  various  Wards  of  “Residents” 
whether  occuring  within  or  outside  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Broad- 

well 

Ward. 

Central 

Ward 

Rounds 

Green 

!  Ward. 

Langley 

Ward. 

Warley 

North  1 

Ward.  | 

Warley  | 

South  1 

Ward.  J 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

. ,,  1  Certified 

causes  |  Uncertified 

102 

86 

65 

7i 

63 

52 

I 

... 

I 

I 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Small-Pox 

. . . 

... 

... 

.  •  . 

Measles... 

6 

5 

2 

r 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

.  .  . 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

2 

I 

1 

I 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

I 

3 

Influenza 

2 

2 

I 

1 

I 

Plrysipelas 

.  • « 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever... 

... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. . . 

I 

... 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

I 

I 

Heart  Disease  ... 

7 

9 

2 

2 

5 

5 

Pulmonary  Phthisis  ... 

IO 

7 

6 

3 

5 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

2 

I 

1 

I 

Rheumatic  F'ever 

2 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

5 

5 

4 

12 

8 

12 

Bronchitis 

15 

6 

9 

10 

6 

5 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

2 

9 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms)... 
Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

8 

9 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Organs 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

3 

5 

3 

3 

I 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

[ 

I 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’sDisease 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 

... 

I 

... 

turition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  Pre- 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

I 

mature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

2 

2 

5 

4 

4 

I 

Suicides 

4 

5 

2 

3 

I 

2 

Suicides 

1 

I 

2 

I 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

3 

3 

3 

7 

3 

3 

Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

22 

13 

17 

16 

12 

IO 

Dise’s.  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

... 

... 

I 

Totals  ... 

103 

86 

65 

72 

63 

53 

12 


Infectious 

Diseases. 


Enteric  Fever. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  n umber  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  was  203,  which  compares  very  favour¬ 
ably  with  the  previous  year,  when  244  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied,  and  shows  that  the  town  has  been  comparatively 
free  from  infectious  troubles. 


1  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  so  far  we 
have  escaped  any  visitation  of  smallpox  in  our  area.  I 
have,  however,  been  very  anxious  about  this  disease,  as 
there  has  been  an  epidemic  in  a  number  of  counties  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  and  1  cannot  but  express  my  opinion  too 
strongly  upon  the  inhabitants  of  our  district  of  the  great 
risk  they  are  running  in  neglecting  the  only  true  safe¬ 
guard  against  this  loathsome  disease,  meaning  vaccina¬ 
tion,  which  renders  people  immune  to  smallpox.  Only 
335  primary  vaccinations  and  3  re-vaccinations  were 
performed  during  the  year. 


I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  have  not  had  any  case  of 
typhoid  fever  notified  again  during  the  year,  it  being  14 
years  since  we  had  a  case  of  this  nature  contracted  in  the 
town.  This  is  due  to  the  improved  sanitary  conditions 
existing  since  we  adopted  the  water  carriage  system  in 
place  of  the  old  privy-middens  which  formerly  existed, 
and  was  a  constant  source  of  Ibis  and  many  other  dis¬ 
eases  in  our  midst. 


Thirty  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  19  of  which  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  in  Holly 
Lane.  1  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  no  death 
registered  from  this  disease.  The  disease  continued  in¬ 
termittently  during  the  year,  and  was  scattered  over  the 
whole  district.  The  wards  which  suffered  the  most 
were  the  Warley  North  with  8  cases,  Warley  South  7, 
and  Rounds  Green  5.  The  other  10  cases  were  distri¬ 
buted  amongst  the  remaining  wards,  Langley  Ward 
having  only  2  cases. 

Twenty-five  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during 
the  year,  13  of  which  were  removed  to  hospital. 
There  were  4  deaths  from  the  disease,  two  of 
which  were  iu  children  under  one  year,  who  were  twins. 
The  disease  could  nol  be  traced  in  these  cases.  Nineteen 
of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Warley  area.  Every  effort 


Diphtheria. 
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uasles. 


sipelas. 


-utnonin 


Tperal 

:er. 

thalinia 

matorum 


rnonarv 

rerculosis 


plinlitis 

sargica. 


was  made  to  trace  the  source  of  the  disease,  but  we  were 
unable  to  find  il,  anti-toxin  was  supplied,  and  the  houses, 
bedding,  and  bedclolhing  were  disinfected.  There  was 
no  second  case  resulting  from  contact  or  otherwise. 

Measles  were  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  district, 
but  the  number  of  cases  is  not  known,  as  the  disease  is 
not  notifiable.  There  were  14  deaths  reported  from  this 
disease,  and  at  everv  house  where  we  found  the  disease 
to  be  present,  leaflets  were  issued  and  the  nurses  also 
gave  instructions  as  to  the  treatment  of  cases. 

Thirteen  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  none  of 
which  proved  fatal. 

Seventy-eight  cases  of  pneumonia  were  reported, 
and  27  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease  during 
I  he  year.  There  were,  in  addition,  17  deaths  from 
broncho-pneumonia.  These  cases  were,  in  my  opinion, 
mostly  associated  with  influenza,  which  was  prevalent 
during  part  of  the  year. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified  during 
the  year,  one  of  which  proved  fatal. 

Three  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  noti¬ 
fied,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  they  were  properly 
attended  to,  and  recovered  without  any  injury  to  the 
children’s  eyesight. 

Thirty-five  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(phthisis)  were  notified.  This  compares  very  favour¬ 
ably  with  the  previous  year,  when  47  cases  were  re¬ 
ported.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  34  deaths  were 
registered  from  this  cause,  against  30  in  the  previous 
year.  Of  course  a  number  of  those  who  died  during  the 
past  year  had  been  suffering  from  the  disease  for  some 
considerable  time.  There  were  13  cases  of  other  forms 
of  tubercular  disease  notified  during  the  year,  with  two 
deaths. 

Four  cases  of  encephalitis  lethargica  were  notified 
during  the  year;  they  were  all  adults  and  were  not 
diagnosed  as  such  al  the  commencement  of  the  disease. 
They  could  not  lx1  traced  to  any  previous  case.  One  of 
the  cases  terminated  fatally,  while  the  others  have  not 
vet  fully  recovered  from  the  disease. 
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Isolation  Hospital: — Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Con-Joint  Hospital,  Holly  Lane,  Smethwick. 
Isolation  Hospital: — South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small-Pox  Hospital,  Moxley. 

Sanatoria  receiving  patients :  — Knightwick  and  Hayley-Green,  Worcestershire. 
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TABLE  VIII. 


Weekly  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 


No. 

1925. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 
(including 
Mem. Croup). 

Puerperal 

Fever, 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Acute 

Poliomyeletis 

Cerebro- 

Spinal  Fever 

Acute  Polio- 

Encephalitis 

.2  «' 

ci 

Malaria. 

c 

1) 

w 

Q 

Trench 

Fever. 

Pulmonary. 

Other  Forms 

Erysipelas. 

Totals. 

Weeks 

ending. 

Encephali 

Letharedi 

Pneumoni 

I 

Jan.  3 

,  , 

2 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

4 

I 

. . 

7 

2 

,,  10 

2 

... 

I 

... 

2 

... 

5 

3 

..  17 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

I 

3 

4 

.1  24 

I 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

I 

... 

3 

5 

„  31 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.. 

... 

2 

I 

4 

6 

Feb.  7 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

2 

7 

14 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

3 

8 

„  21 

... 

... 

... 

I 

I 

9 

„  28 

... 

2 

3 

... 

1 

I 

7 

10 

Mar.  7 

... 

.. 

... 

3 

2 

I 

6 

1 1 

,,  14 

I 

I 

... 

2 

I 

1 

6 

12 

21 

I 

3 

... 

2 

I 

7 

13 

„  28 

... 

•• 

.  .  . 

... 

3 

... 

3 

14 

April  4 

... 

... 

I 

I 

2 

15 

II 

1 

1 

2 

16 

„  18 

I 

... 

3 

1 

I 

6 

17 

..  25 

... 

. . . 

I 

... 

I 

18 

May  2 

... 

... 

I 

I 

2 

4 

'9 

».  9 

I 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

4 

1 

8 

20 

„  16 

2 

I 

... 

3 

21 

23 

... 

3 

.  .  . 

3 

22 

„  30 

2 

I 

... 

2 

I 

6 

23 

June  6 

I 

... 

... 

.. 

3 

... 

I 

5 

24 

13 

I 

... 

2 

I 

4 

25 

„  20 

I 

I 

2 

26 

..  27 

... 

I 

I 

27 

July  4 

I 

.  .  . 

2 

I 

I 

5 

28 

II 

I 

T 

1 

3 

29 

„  18 

I 

2 

2 

5 

30 

..  25 

I 

3 

... 

... 

I 

5 

31 

Aug  1 

2 

... 

2 

32 

8 

2 

2 

I 

5 

33 

..  15 

2 

1 

3 

34 

„  32 

0 

I 

I 

4 

35 

,,  29 

I 

... 

2 

4 

3<> 

Sep.  5 

.  . 

I 

1 

I 

3 

37 

12 

2 

2 

33 

..  19 

I 

3 

4 

39 

„  26 

3 

,  t 

I 

I 

1 

6 

40 

Oct.  3 

... 

I 

... 

I 

I 

1 

4 

4i 

„  10 

2 

I 

.  •  • 

1 

4 

42 

»>  17 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

43 

24 

1 

... 

2 

I 

I 

5 

44 

>,  31 

. . . 

... 

I 

2 

3 

45 

Nov.  7 

2 

2 

I 

3 

8 

46 

>1  14 

. . . 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

47 

»  21 

I 

I 

I 

3 

48 

„  28 

I 

3 

4 

49 

Dec.  5 

1 

.  .  . 

3 

,  , 

4 

50 

„  12 

1 

... 

•  • . 

7 

1 

9 

5‘ 

.1  19 

... 

•  • . 

.  .  . 

2 

I 

I 

4 

52 

..  26 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

5 

6 

1 

16 


TABLE  IX. 
Tuberculosis. 


AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulm 

M. 

onary 

F. 

Nc 

Pulm 

M. 

>n- 

onary 

F. 

_ s 

0 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  |  F. 

Under  I 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

i  to  5 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

I 

— 

cn 

O 

O 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

IO  to  15 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

15  to  20 

I 

— 

1 

1 

I 

— 

— 

20  tO  25 

2 

4 

— 

— 

4 

7 

— 

— 

25  to  35 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

5 

— 

— 

35  to  45 

5 

3 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

45  to  55 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

55  to  65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

2 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

21 

*4 

7 

6 

17 

17 

3 

2 

17 


ood  Supply. 


•vlilk:  Supply. 


Slakehouses 

nd 

•Vorkplaces. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  IN  1925. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  past 
year  has  been  carried  out  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner, 
in  spite  of  the  increasing  calls  made  upon  it. 

This  will  be  seen  by  the  excellent  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  which  1  append. 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  new  Meat  Regulations 
during  the  past  year  have  entailed  a  considerable  amount 
of  extra  work,  and  this  has  been  increased  by  Circular 
No.  004,  issued  hv  the  Ministry,  of  certain  instructions 
in  carrying  out  the  regulations  regarding  the  exposure  of 
meat  by  the  butchers.  We  trust,  however,  that  these 
instructions,  which  have  caused  a  certain  amount  of  con¬ 
fusion,  will  in  the  near  future  he  rectified,  which  will 
simplify  the  measures  to  he  taken. 

The  inspection  of  the  animals  at  the  lime  of  slaugh¬ 
tering'  causes  a  great  amount  of  lime  and  work,  especially 
as  the  slaughter-houses  are  scattered  over  the  district. 
This  would,  of  course,  he  lessened  if  we  had  a  public 
abattoir,  where  all  the  animals  could  be  seen  at  the  same 
place  and  time.  This  will  he  appreciated  when  I  say  that 
1,088  animal  carcases  were  inspected  at  Ihe  various 
registered  slaughter-houses,  and  that  the  carcases  of  240 
pigs  were  also  inspected  al  Ihe  private  residences  of  the 
owners  of  the  animals  where  they  were  slaughtered. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FOODS  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

These  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council 
Authorities,  which  is  nol  so  satisfactory  as  it  would  In* 
if  the  duty  was  in  the  hands  of  Ihe  local  authority,  who 
are  in  closer  touch  with  the  requirements  of  the  district. 

The  milk  supply  has  received  our  constant  attention. 
We  have  47  cowsheds  in  the  district,  with  nearly  000 
cows  in  occupation,  and  as  these  have  to  he  regularly 
visited  it  will  he  soon  that  I  his  part  of  our  work  takes  up 
a  fair  amount  of  time. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  kept  under  constant 
supervision,  and  cleanliness  has  been  strictly  enlorced. 
Other  workplaces  have  also  received  our  constant  atten¬ 
tion. 


Scavenging. 


I  "ever 
Hospitals. 


General 

Hospitals. 


School  Clinic. 


Welfare 

Centres. 


Venereal 
1  tiscnses. 
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The  scavenging  of  I  ho  district  lias  been  carried  out 
in  a  proper  and  efficient  manner.  The  work  accom¬ 
plished  is  shown  by  tin1  Inspector’s  Report. 

THE  CENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

The  Hospitals  provided  for  this  Authority  are  the 
Fewer  Hospital.  This  is  a  con-joint  Hospital  provided 
by  the  Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Joint  Hospital  Com¬ 
mittee,  at  which  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  patients 
are  treated. 

Smallpox  is  provided  for  by  tin1  South  Staffordshire 
Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Moxlev,  Oldbury  being  one  of 
tin'  constituent  authorities. 

Tuberculosis  Sanatoria  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council  at  Knight  wick  and  Haylev  Green,  as  are  also 
the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  in  Oldbury  and  Warley, 
which  are  attended  by  Dr.  Sharpley,  the  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  General  Hospitals  which  deal  with  ordinary 
ailments  and  accidents  are  West  Bromwich  (one  mile 
away),  the  Birmingham  General  and  Queen’s  Hospitals, 
the  Birmingham  Women’s  Hospital,  and  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat,  and  Orthopaedic  Hospitals. 
All  these  are  Voluntary  Hospitals,  and  receive  consider¬ 
able  support  from  Ibis  district. 

There  are  two  Motor  Ambulances  for  non-infections 
cases  supplied  by  this  authority,  and  two  ambulances 
supplied  by  the  Con-joint  Hospital  of  Smethwick  and 
Oldbury,  as  well  as  one  supplied  by  the  Joint  Authorities 
representing  the  South  Staffordshire  Smallpox  Hospital 
Board. 

The  Oldbury  Authority  provides  a  School  Clinic, 
with  two  School  Nurses. 

The  County  Council  provides  three  Children’s  Wel¬ 
fare  and  Maternity  Centres  at  Oldbury,  Langley,  and 
Warley,  and  three  Nurses  and  Dr.  Sharpley,  the  Assist¬ 
ant  County  Medical  Officer,  attend  them. 

The  County  Council  deals  with  venereal  diseases  at 
their  Venereal  Dispensary  at  Dudley,  where  a  number  of 
Oldbury  cases  have  been  attended  to. 
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nalysis. 
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ousing. 


Tlie  County  Analyst  deals  witli  all  mailers  requir¬ 
ing  to  be  submitted  for  analysis. 

Arrangements  were  made  by  Ibis  aulbority  many 
years  ago  with  Hie  Birmingham  University  Bacteriolo¬ 
gical  Departmenl  lo  submil  specimens  for  examination 
when  required.  The  medical  men  in  the  district  were 
informed  of  this  arrangement,  and  they  have  availed 
themselves  of  it.  This  has  been  with  great  promptitude 
to  everybody’s  salisfaction.  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  free 
to  the  medical  men  in  the  district  when  desired,  both  for 
treatment  and  as  a  prophylactic  for  contacts. 

There  have  been  no  Schick’s  or  Deck’s  tests  used  in 
Ibis  district  up  lo  the  present. 

The  district  nursing  is  done  by  the  Oldbury  District 
Nursing  Association,  which  also  deals  with  midwifery 
cases  when  required  by  fully  qualified  midwives. 

The  District  Council  contributes  lo  this  Association. 

HOUSING. 

The  housing  shortage  is  still  acute  in  the  district, 

and  1  estimate  that  800  additional  working-class  dwell¬ 
ings  are  required  to  meet  the  present  needs  of  our  people. 

One  thousand  and  eighty-three  houses  have  been 
erected  in  the  district  during  the  last  six  years. 

A  very  full  account  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
the  Housing  Acts  and  Regulations  is  given  in  the 
Inspector’s  Report. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  following  Adoplive  Acts  and  Bye-laws  are  in 
force  in  the  district: — 

Infections  Diseases  (Prevention)  Acl,  1890. 

Adopted  on  I  lie  (ilh  December,  1890. 

Public  Ileal  111  Acl,  1890. 

Adopted  on  the  01  li  December,  1890 — except 
Part  IV. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

Adopted  the  following  parts  on  27th  July, 
1908: — Parts  II.,  III.  (except  Section 
48),  IV.  (except  Sections  61  and  66), 
V.,  VI.,  VII.,  VIII.,  and  IX.,  and  Sec¬ 
tion  95. 


Bye-laws. 

1.  Nuisances.  —  Adopted  January  5th,  1900,  revised 

and  re-adopted  7th  July,  1925. 

2.  Common  Lodging-houses. — Adopted  5th  Januarv, 

1900. 

3.  Slaughter-houses. — Adopted  5th  January,  1900. 

4.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  Similar  Structures.— 

Adopted  5th  January,  1900. 

5.  Offensive  Trades. — Adopted  1  si  December,  1925. 

I  remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  OLDBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  oftheChiefSanitary  Inspector 


For  l ho  Year  < ‘ n ( ] i i m  31st  December,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Third  Annual  Report  of  work 
carried  out  under  your  direction  by  the  Staff  of  this 
Department. 

The  year  has  been  a  most  strenuous  one,  and,  from 
a  public  health  point  of  view,  unique  in  relation  to  its 
statutory  laws.  Amongst  the  many  Acts  and  Regula¬ 
tions  which  came  into  force  during  the  year  were  the 
Housing  Act,  1925,  which  repeals  and  consolidates  almost 
entirely  the  many  pre-dated  Housing  Acts;  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  with  its  many  additional  provisions; 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  which 
emerged  from  its  ten  years’  seclusion;  and  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  which  operated  from 
April  1st,  1925. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  having  regard 
to  its  general  features,  is  undoubtedly  satisfactory,  and 
compares  very  favourably  with  other  industrial  areas. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  supply  water 
to  every  part  of  the  district.  It  is  a  constant  supply — 
pure,  and  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action.  Ninety- 
nine  per  cent,  of  the  population  are  supplied  with  water 
from  Ibis  source,  and  I  here  remain  a  bon  I  50  houses  only 
which  derive  their  supply  from  wells.  Two  such  wells, 
supplying  4  houses,  were  closed  during  the  year,  one  hy 


reason  ol'  contamination  and  I  lie  other  on  account  of  de¬ 
ficiency.  Further  particulars  relating  to  this  subject 
will  be  found  in  Table  X. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  district  is,  for  the  most  part,  well  served  by 
adequate  sewers  (both  foul  and  storm  water),  and  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works,  with  its  detritus  and  sedimen¬ 
tation  tanks  and  triple  contact  filtering  beds,  have  proved 
adequate  for  the  purpose,  but  are  about  to  be  re-modelled. 
The  most  difficult  problem  at  the  Disposal  Works,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  which  experiments  are  being  carried  out,  is 
the  sewage  highly  charged  with  acid  and  other  waste 
products  from  chemical  and  tar  distillery  works  prin¬ 
cipally,  which  has  deterred  effective  purification  in  the 
past,  but  happily  this  difficulty  now  appears  to  have  been 
overcome. 

With  the  exception  of  Quinton  Hill,  The  Hawthorns, 
the  southern  portion  of  Newbury  Lane,  and  Birchfield 
Lane  (from  the  Canal  Bridge  to  the  Rowley  Regis  bound¬ 
ary)  every  road  in  the  district  is  sewered,  and  excluding 
the  houses  in  these  areas  and  several  isolated  cottages  and 
farmsteads,  every  house,  lo  my  knowledge,  is  connected 
lo  the  sewers  by  means  of  proper  covered  drains.  Table 
IV.  gives  the  various  drainage  improvements  effected 
during  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Conversions  of  privy-closets  into  the  more  sanitary 
water-closets  are  proceeding  satisfactorily  in  accordance 
with  a  definite  policy  under  Section  36  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  During  the  year  60  such  conversions 
were  made,  and  11  old  privies  demolished,  whilst  during 
the  last  six  years  no  fewer  than  1,187  of  these  primeval 
and  insanitary  accommodations  have  been  thus  converted 
and  25  demolished,  and  although  there  are  185  still  re¬ 
maining  in  the  district  only  40  of  this  number  can  be  con¬ 
verted  until  the  sewering  of  the  district  is  extended. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  number  of  Ions  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed 
and  disposed  of  during  the  year  was  10,918,  at  a  total 
cost  of  £4,097,  or  '7s.  Od.  per  ton.  These  figures,  which 


represent  24^  cvvls.  per  house  and  5  l/3rd  evvls.  per  per¬ 
son  per  annum,  are  relatively  high,  and  are  no  doubt 
accounted  for  hy  the  fact  that  much  of  the  coal  used  in 
the  district  is  poor  in  quality  and  produces  a  big  per¬ 
centage  of  ash  waste.  The  removal  and  disposal  of  the 
contents  of  privies,  middens,  dry  ashpits,  dustbins,  and 
dumbwells  was  efficiently  carried  oul  during  the  year, 
the  whole  of  such  refuse,  with  the  exception  of  the  dumb- 
well  contents,  which  was  discharged  into  the  sewers  and 
on  agricultural  land,  was  disposed  of  on  your  Newbury 
Lane  tip  in  accordance  with  (he  Ministry  of  Health’s  re¬ 
quirements  and  Local  Bye-law  provisions. 

From  Table  IV.  it  will  he  seen  that  54  offensive  ash¬ 
pits  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  113  portable 
dustbins  substituted,  and  I  hope  to  see  in  the  near  future 
every  house  in  the  district  supplied  with  a  portable  dust¬ 
bin,  so  that  the  work  of  scavenging  can  he  more  expedi¬ 
tiously  performed  on  up-to-date  lines.  A  regrettable 
feature  of  the  refuse  collected  is  the  high  percentage  of 
unhealthy  and  easily  burnable  content,  which,  with  a 
minimum  of  trouble  for  the  housewife,  could  he  readily 
destroyed.  Handbills  on  the  subject  have  been  distri¬ 
buted  throughout  the  district  without  having  had  much 
effect. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

574  houses  and  premises  (including  435  systematic 
house-to-house  inspections  under  the  Housing  Regula¬ 
tions)  were  inspected  during  the  year,  hut  Table  II. 
shews  the  total  inspections  under  the  various  headings. 

The  Todd’s  Row  and  Green  Street  unhealthy  area, 
comprising  20  houses  (all  very  old  structures)  was  repre¬ 
sented  during  the  year,  and  the  necessary  improvement 
and  reconstruction  scheme  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  approval. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

All  the  factories  in  the  district  have  been  supplied 
with  cards  of  instructions  on  I  Ik*,  host  known  methods  of 
preventing  black  smoke,  bill  excessive  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere  is  still  noticeable  in  many  instances.  The 
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lu'vv  Smoke  Abatement  Bill  proposes  a  penalty  of  £50 
lor  smoke  nuisances,  and  progress  in  other  directions  is 
aimed  at. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(а)  Milk  Supply. 

The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  have  been 
kept  under  supervision  as  far  as  possible,  and  the 
majority  of  producers  and  distributors  are  undoubtedly 
supplying  milk  of  wholesome  quality. 

Samples  of  milk  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
adulteration  (Foods  and  Drugs  Acts)  and  contaminations, 
including  tubercle  bacilli  (Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolida¬ 
tion)  Act,  1915,  will  in  future  be  submitted  by  me  on 
behalf  of  the  Council  apart  from  the  exercising  by  the 
County  Council  of  Ihe  powers  they  possess. 

One  supplementary  license  was  granted  lo  retail 
pasteurised  milk,  the  principal  license  having  been 
granted  in  connection  with  Ihe  pasteurising  establish¬ 
ment. 

Registration  was  refused  to  7  persons  on  account  of 
unsuitable  premises,  and  2  applications  for  supplement¬ 
ary  licenses  lo  sell  pasteurised  milk  were  not  granted  for 
the  reason  that  the  principal  license  had  not  been  sanc¬ 
tioned. 

(б)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  has  received 
our  vigilant  attention.  Satisfactory  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  butchers  and  private  persons  for 
their  giving  proper  notice  of  slaughter,  and  the  animals 
or  carcases  are  inspected  either  at  the  time  of  slaughter 
or  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards.  The  number  of  car¬ 
cases  inspected  was  1,334  (including  24b  on  private 
premises)  and  the  quantity  of  meat  found  lo  he  diseased 
(which  was  all  surrendered  and  destroyed  at  the  works 
of  Mr.  Chas.  Spalding  (knacker  and  fertiliser  manufac¬ 
turer)  was  20  owls.  3  qrs.  4  lbs. 

The  Public  lleallh  (Meat)  Regulalions,  1924,  have 
not  been  properly  complied  will)  by  a  number  ol  shop- 
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keepers,  whose  meat  is  exposed  for  sale  without  any 
attempt  at  protection  from  dust  and  parasites,  thereby 
disregarding  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law.  This 
condition  of  affairs  will  not  he  permit  ted  to  continue. 
Complete  uniformity  of  methods  of  administration  must 
be  attained,  and  loopholes  in  the  law  should  be  eradi¬ 
cated.  There  are  no  stalls,  stores  other  than  shops,  and 
only  two  vehicles  from  which  meat  is  sold  in  the  district. 

There  is  no  public  slaughter-house  provided  in  the 
district,  hill  the  following  table  gives  I  lie  number  of  pri¬ 
vate  slaughter-houses  in  use  at  the  dates  mentioned:— 


In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

...  5 

5 

5 

Licensed 

...  4 

4 

4 

Total 

...  9 

9 

9 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

The  inspection  of  other  articles  of  food  is  carried  out 
as  much  as  possible,  although  a  systematic  inspection  is 
out  of  the  question  by  reason  of  inadequacy  of  staff. 
Table  IX.  gives  the  quantities  of  oilier  foods  surrendered 
and  destroyed.  Bakehouses,  confectionery  workshops, 
tripe  cleaners’  premises,  and  other  places  where  foods 
are  prepared  are  kept  under  supervision,  with  the  result 
that  the  sanilary  condition  of  these  places  is  generally 
satisfactory. 

HOUSING. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is 
fairly  satisfactory,  although  there  are  approximately 
300  houses  which  bv  reason  of  structural  defects, 
perished  brickwork  and  woodwork,  back-to-back  single 
structures  devoid  of  amenities,  fall  below  a  reasonable 
standard  of  fitness.  Many  of  the  defects  are  due  to  the 
lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  by  the 
owners  immediately  preceding  and  during  the  war,  this 
being  especially  noticeable  in  short  leasehold  property. 
There  is  still  a  great  shortage  of  houses,  no  fewer  Ilian 
800  applicants  for  new  houses  remaining  on  the  Council’s 
register.  Overcrowding  is,  in  consequence,  prevalent, 
especially  in  the  poorer  localities,  bid  the  principal  cases 
of  excessive  overcrowding  found  and  dealt  with  could 
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have  been  considerably  modified  if  loo  much  sympathy 
had  not  taken  the  place  of  moral  control.  This  was  par¬ 
ticularly  noticeable  in  a  case  where  Id  people  were  found 
occupying  3  bedrooms.  Four  separate  families  were 
represented,  and  in  the  largest  of  the  bedrooms  5  female 
adults,  3  male  adults,  and  (1  children  under  12  were  ac¬ 
commodated,  yel  in  I  lie  small  bedroom  a  man  slept 
peaceably  by  himself.  This  was  not  all,  as  following 
the  service  of  a  formal  notice,  the  tenant  actually  found 
accommodation  for  another  married  couple,  they,  loo, 
occupying  the  bedroom  already  excessively  overcrowded 
and  improperly  occupied. 


TABLE  I. 

Particulars  of  Systematic  House  to  House  Inspections,  1925. 


Total  Number 
of  Inspections. 

Ventilation. 

Bedrooms. 

Single 

Through. 

Back  to 
Back. 

1. 

9 

3  or  more 

435 

63 

290 

82 

26 

329 

80 

Population. 

Overcrowded 

More  than 
One 
Family. 

Unfit. 

Number 

requiring 

Repairs. 

Number  in 
Fair 

Condition. 

2188 
or  5-03 
per  house. 

63 

75 

1  I 

275 

149 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PREVENTION. 

Seventy-seven  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
were  investigated,  94  houses  disinfected,  and  08  lots  of 
bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  or  destroyed. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Inspections  of  75  factories  and  workshops  were  made 
during  the  year,  nine  defects  and  contraventions  were 
found,  and  seven  remedied.  Table  VII.  gives  details  of 
inspections  under  this  head. 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  and  1884. 

As  often  as  possible  visils  have  been  made  to  the 
canals  for  I  bo  purpose  of  inspecting  canal  boats  passing 
through  I  lie  dislricl,  bill  I  found  that  I  ho  traffic  of  regis¬ 
tered  boats  was  again  very  meagre  whim  compared  with 
several  years  ago,  and  I  can  only  deduce  thal  oilier  and 
quicker  methods  of  transport  are  now  more  in  favour. 
In  support  of  Ibis  T  would  mention  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Chance  and  Hunt,  Ltd.  (one  of  the  largest  firms  in  the 
district),  who,  until  a  few  years  ago,  owned  14  regis¬ 
tered  boats,  but  who  have  now  only  4. 

Seventeen  canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the 
year,  4  of  which  were  found  contravening  the  Canal 
Boats  Acts  and  Local  Government  Regulations,  full  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  are  given  in  the  Statistical  Supplement 
attached.  The  most  important  infringements  ascer¬ 
tained  were  (1)  the  improper  occupation  of  aft  cabin  by 
a  man,  his  wife,  and  boy  of  15,  and  (2)  the  occupation  of 
an  unregistered  boat. 

Tbe  general  good  repair  and  cleanliness  of  the  boats 
inspected  is  a  credit  to  the  owners  and  masters  in  charge, 
and  the  freedom  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  must 
also  be  viewed  with  satisfaction. 

The  ages  and  sexes  of  children  occupying  the  boats 
are  tabulated  below,  those  over  14  years  of  age  being  in¬ 
cluded  as  adults : — 

Under 

Ages.  i  vear  i  23456789  10  11  12  13 

Boys  .  1  —  2  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  — 

Girls  .  —  2  1  —  —  1 - — 

RENTS  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS,  1920  AND  1923. 

Sewn  applications  for  certificates  were  received 
during  tin*  year,  and  five  certificates  granted. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

One  case  only  was  brought  before  the  local  magis¬ 
trates. 

This  concerned  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  from  the 
City  of  Birmingham  contrary  to  an  order  made  hy  the 
Oldbury  Justices  in  1924,  and  the  full  penalty  was  again 
imposed  on  the  defendant. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

A  most  insanitary  practise  of  depositing  tea  leaves, 
potato  peelings,  sullage  water,  etc.,  in  the  street  chan¬ 
nels  is  still  practised  by  a  number  of  people,  and  Ibis  in 
spite  of  repeated  warnings. 

CONCLUSION. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  lo  the  Chairman  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  whole-hearted 
support  throughout  I  be  year,  the  staff  of  Ibis  department 
for  their  loyal  co-operation,  and  the  officials  of  other  de¬ 
partments  for  valuable  assistance  rendered. 

Statistical  Tables  are  appended  lo  Ibis  report. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HARROLD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  Department, 

Council  Offices,  Oldbury, 

71  h  April,  1920. 
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TABLE  II. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a.)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (6)  ...  ...  ...183 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts : — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  76 

(«)  By  oilier  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  78 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  574 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in¬ 
spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  435 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  lo  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  11 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  275 


2 — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  305 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
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19 

9 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  lit  alter  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  inten¬ 
tion  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  140 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  88 

(i b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  14 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made...  ...  7 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  1 

(0)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  with¬ 
out  service  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  10 

TABLE  III. 

Summary  of  defects  remedied,  improvements  effected,  and 
nuisances  abated  under  the  Housing  Acts  during  the 

year  1925: — 

Courts  and  back  yards  paved  or  repaired  ...  2 

Floors  of  dwellings  re-laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  115 

Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired...  ...  201 
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Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof 
Dangerous  stairs  repaired 

Additional  window  space  provided  and  existing 
windows  made  to  open  ... 

Defective  spooling  repaired  ... 

Houses  provided  with  food  storage 
Existing  pantries  provided  with  external  ventila¬ 
tion 

New  sinks  provided  ... 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired  ... 
Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains  remedied 
Houses  cleansed  and  purified  ... 

Water-closets  reconstructed  ... 

Water-closets  repaired  and  limewashed... 
Water-closets  provided  with  new  pedestals 
Foul  water-closet  basins  and  traps  cleansed 
Defective  water-closet  cisterns  repaired. . . 

New  water-closet  cisterns  provided 
Water  supply :  Additional  taps  provided 
Miscellaneous 


109 

32 

171 

103 

8 

3 

8 

3 

1 

207 

4 
81 
16 

5 
7 
5 

27 

349 


TABLE  IV. 

Summary  of  defects  remedied,  improvements  effected,  and 
nuisances  abated  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  during 
the  year  1925: — 

Dirty  houses  and  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  55 

Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Dangerous  buildings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  20 

Proper  and  sufficient  light  and  ventilation  provided  10 
Verminous  bouses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Spouting  and  down-spouting  provided  and  repaired  31 
Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction  and 

defective  water-closets  and  drains  repaired...  126 
Defective  soil  pipes  and  ventilation  shafts  repaired  43 
Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps  ...  ...  36 

New  drains  and  intercepting  chambers  provided...  50 
Drains  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  disconnected  from  sewer  ...  ...  35 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  water-closets  cleansed  and 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Additional  water-closet  provided  ...  ...  1 

Urinals  cleansed  and  reconstructed  ...  ...  2 
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1 

11 


Urinals  abolished 

Offensive  privies  and  pail-closels  abolished 
Offensive  privies  and  pail-closels  converted 
w.c.’s 


in 


to 


Offensive  ashpits  abolished 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  in  place  of  above 

Other  houses  provided  with  sanitary  dustbins 

Houses  limewashed  after  infectious  disease 

Insanitary  sinks  abolished 

Defective  paving  repaired 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 

Nuisances  from  animals  kept  abated 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

Courts  and  back  yards  cleansed 

Gipsy  tents  and  vans  removed... 

Defective  roofs  repaired 
Drinking  water  wells  abolished 
Miscellaneous 


00 

54 

113 

151 

19 

5 

S) 

tmi 

2 

11 

7 

6 
1 

19 

2 

107 


TABLE  V. 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Re-visits  for  the  Year  1925. 


Inspections. 

Re-visits. 

After  notification  of  infectious  diseases 

78 

45 

Houses  and  premises 

671 

1186 

Water-closets  and  drains  ... 

261 

93 

Ashpits,  ashbins,  and  privy-middens... 

110 

167* 

Slaughter-houses  and  shops 

513 

1 

Dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops 

70 

1 

Spouting 

9 

35 

Keeping  of  animals 

15 

7 

Overcrowding 

3 

1 

Factories  and  workshops  ... 

28 

1 

Dirty  houses  and  premises  ... 

6 

13 

Canal  boats 

17 

— 

Lodging-houses 

28 

— 

Offensive  trades  ... 

30 

— 

Miscellaneous 

403 

83 

2242 

1633 
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TABLE  VI. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  AND  i884. 

Statistical  Supplement  to  the  1925  Annual  Report  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury, 

No.  of  boats  inspected  in  192b  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  ol“  boats  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations  Id 
No.  of  boats  infringing  the  Acts  and  lieguiations  ...  4 
Total  number  for  which  the  cabins  were  registered  92 
Total  number  occupying  the  cabins  ...  ...  44 

Details  of  Occupation — 

Male  adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Female  adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Children  of  school  age  ...  ...  ...  2 

Children  under  school  age  ...  •••  ...  0 
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Details  Showing  Numbers  Infringing  in  respect  to — 

No.  of  cases  No.  of  cases 

met  with.  remedied. 

1  Unregistered  boats  ...  ...  1 

1  Registration  certificates  not 

produced. 

1  Without  proper  markings  ...  1 

1  Improper  occupation. 

Defective  cabins  ...  ...  fl 

4  3 


Number  of  legal  notice  forms  issued  ...  *6 

Number  of  notices  attended  to  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  certificates  outstanding  ...  ...  2 

fNotice  served  in  1924  and  certificate  returned  in  1920. 

^Includes  two  notices  served  for  boats  inspected  on  Dec. 
31st,  1924. 
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TABLE  Vil. 


i. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

Num 

Inspections. 

Der  of 

Written  Notices 

Factories 

50 

4 

Workshops 

18 

3 

Workplaces 

7 

2 

Total 

75 

1 

9 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

Number 

of  Defects 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

4 

% 

4 

Want  of  Ventilation 

I 

1 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

I 

1 

(  Insufficient 

2 

1 

Sanitary  J 

Accommodation  ') 

(  Not  separate  for  sexes 

I 

Total 

9 

7 

35 


TABLE  VIII. 

Summary  of  Notices  served  during  the  Year  1925. 


Preliminary. 

Statutory. 

To  cleanse  and  limewash  houses  after 

infectious  diseases 

10 

— 

Housing  Acts 

199 

13 

Public  Health  Acts  (Nuisance  Pro- 

perties) 

224 

1 

30 

To  provide  sufficient  water-closets  ... 

21 

To  provide  sufficient  ashbins 

123 

42 

To  provide  spouting 

7 

— 

To  cease  contravening  the  Canal  Boats 

Acts  and  Regulations 

6 

— 

Factories  and  workshops  ... 

5 

— 

Totals  ... 

584 

106 

TABLE  IX. 


Summary  of  Unwholesome  Foods  condemned  and  destroyed 
during  the  Year  1925. 


Beef 

Pork 

Bovine  Organs:  1  spleen,  2  kidneys,  11  sets  of 
lungs,  10  livers,  2  udders,  1  mesentery 
Organs  of  Pigs:  6  plucks,  1  udder,  8  sets  of  intes¬ 
tines,  2  mesenteries 
Bacon 
Lard 

Black  puddings 
Chitterlings 

Ribs,  tails,  and  skirting 

Polony 

Sausages  ... 

2  doz.  pigs’  feet 
Pork  pies  ... 

Corned  beef 
1  box  of  fish  (hake)  ... 

2,875  eggs  (and  2  boxes  of  broken  eggs). 

151  tins  of  fruit. 

44  ,,  ,,  salmon. 

11  ,,  ,,  tomatoes. 

10  ,,  ,,  milk. 

17  jars  of  jam. 


lbs. 

653 

737 


356 

148 

135 

13 

6 

20 

28 

6 

74 


12 

112 


a  6 


TABLE  X. 


Miscellaneous. 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  dis¬ 
ease  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

No.  of  lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disin¬ 
fected  or  destroyed  .. .  ...  ...  08 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  &e.  : 

No.  observed  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

No.  dealt  with  as  insanitary  ...  ...  8 

Scavenging  : 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  8947 
No.  of  emptyings  of  dumbwells  ...  ...  159 

No.  of  emptyings  of  privies  and  ashpits  ...  0701 


No.  of  emptyings  of  ashbins  ...  ...  161,594 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed  10,918 

Smoke  Nuisances: 

No.  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Offensive  Trades  : 

No.  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  60 

No.  newly  established, with  consent  of  Council  2 

Water  Supply  : 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  dur¬ 
ing  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  8876 

No.  of  samples  sent  for  analysis  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient 

water  supplies  dealt  with  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  houses,  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which 

water  certificates  were  given  ...  ...  189 

Slaughter-houses : 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  carcases  inspected  on  registered 

premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  1088 

No.  of  carcases  inspected  on  unregistered 

premises  ...  ...  ...  •••  246 
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Workshops  and  Workplaces  : 

No.  under  inspection  ...  ...  ...  83 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as 

nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected  ...  11 

Purveyors  of  Milk: 

No.  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

Dairies  : 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders,  and 

Bye-laws  dealt  with  ...  ...  1 

Approximate  number  of  milking  cows  in 

district  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

CowsnEDS : 

No.  on  register...  ...  ...  ...  47 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  ...  Nil 

Canal  Boats : 

No.  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  con!  raven  I  ions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 

dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  4 

Common  Lodging-houses  : 

No.  on  register...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  2 

Food  : 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption  ...  Nil 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  2328  lbs. 

Legal  Proceedings  : 

No.  of  convictions  with  regard  to  nuisances...  1 

Clerical  Work  : 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  585 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  106 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  (in¬ 
cluding  those  served  in  1924)...  ...  72 

No.  of  stalutory  notices  outstanding  ...  05 
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THE 


Oldbury  Education  Committee. 


Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children, 

For  (lie  Year  Ending  December  31sl,  1925. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  I  lie  honour  in  preset) ling  my  Annual  Report 
oi  the  Medical  Inspection  of  Hit'  Elementary  School 
Children  attending  the  Schools  under  your  Authority 
during  l he  year  1925. 

%J 

The  Medical  Examiners,  as  in  former  years,  were 
Drs.  Harper  and  Broughton. 

List  of  schools  and  the  numbers  examined  at  each 
school  during  the  year  1925: — 


DR.  HARPER, 

Hoys. 

Gills. 

Totals. 

Church  of  England 

72 

75 

147 

SL  John’s 

27 

31 

58 

Wesley  Street  Council... 

102. 

120 

222 

SL  Francis  Xavier’s 

51 

48 

99 

Rounds  Green  Council... 

114 

141 

255 

Tabernacle 

70 

58 

128 

Good  Shepherd 

32 

32 

64 

Rood  End  Council 

134 

131 

265 

602 

636 

1238 
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DR.  mUHir.HTON. 


Titford  Road  Council 
St.  Michael’s  ... 
Warley  Council 
Castle  Road  Council 
Abbey  Road  Council 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals, 

137 

150 

200 

88 

58 

140 

130 

03 

113 

24 

15 

30 

170 

172 

348 

475 

407 

042 
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TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

JAN.  1st,  1925,  TO  DEC.  31st,  1925. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections  : 

Entrants 
Intermediates... 

Leavers 


qoi 

672 

562 


Total  ...  2135 


Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  ...  ...  Nil. 

B.-OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  663 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  716 


1379 


INSERT  TABLE  I  . 

Table  I.  shows  an  increase  of  101  entrants  over  last 
year,  the  figures  being  901  against  741,  but  a  decrease  in 
I  he  intermediates  of  43 — 072  against  715.  There  was 
also  a  decrease  of  leavers  examined  during  1925  of  192, 
the  lignres  being — 502  against  754  in  the  previous  year 
1924.  Then;  were  003  specials  during  the  year,  com¬ 
pared  with  470  inspected  dining  the  previous  year. 

The  1 0 1  a  I  number  of  personal  inspections  made  was: 
2,135  routine  inspections,  003  special  inspections,  and 
710  re-inspections,  giving  a  grand  total  of  3,514,  against 
3,424  in  1924. 
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TABLE  II. 

A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection 
in  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 


ROUTINE 

INSPECTION. 

1 

SPECIALS. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

Number 

referred 

for 

treat¬ 

ment- 

Number 
requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion. 

Number 

referred 

for 

treat¬ 

ment. 

1 

Number 
requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion. 

Malnutrition 

25 

15 

1 10 

Skin. 

Ringworm — Scalp... 

I 

17 

_ 

Body... 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Scabies  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

Impetigo... 

— 

_ 

63 

_ 

Other  diseases  (non-Tubercular) 

— 

q 

_ 

Eye. 

Blepharitis 

8 

— 

6 

_ 

Conjunctivitis 

— 

— 

10 

_ 

Corneal  Opacities  ... 

— 

_ 

6 

- 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint)  ... 

82 

42 

7 

Squint 

13 

_ 

Other  Conditions  ... 

— 

— 

3 

_ 

Ear. 

Defective  Hearing 

3 

2 

_ 

Otitis  Media 

— 

— 

_ 

Oiher  Ear  diseases 

10 

— 

23 

_ 

Nose  and  Throat. 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

50 

IO 

5 

20 

Adenoids  only 

— 

4 

_ 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

27 

— 

_ 

Other  Conditions 

— 

I  I 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

(Non-Tubercular)  ... 

25 

Speech. 

Defective  Speech  ... 

I 

I 

— 

- 

Teeth. 

Dental  Diseases 

143 

— 

Heart  &  Circulation. 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic  ... 

16 

8 

Functional 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Anaemia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Lungs. 

Bronchitis 

9 

41 

_ 

Other  Non-Tubercular  Diseases 

I 

— 

_ 

Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary — 

Definite  ... 

— 

Suspected 

— 

4 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  — 

Glands 

I 

Spine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hip 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 

— 

— 

_ 

Skin 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Other  Forms 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Nervous  System. 

Epilepsy... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Chorea  ... 

— 

— 

6 

_ 

Other  Conditions... 

3 

— 

O 

_ 

Deformities 

Rickets... 

I 

I  I 

— 

_ 

Spinal  Curvature  .. 

3 

— 

I 

_ 

Other  Forms 

I 

— 

I 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases... 

10 

9 

222 

90 
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B.— Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at 
Routine  Medical  Inspection  to  Require 
Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


GROUP 

NUMBER  OF 

CHILDREN 

Percentage  of 
Children  found 
to  require 
Treatment 

Inspected. 

Found  to  require 
Treatment. 

Code  Groups 

Entrants 

901 

61 

67 

Intermediates  ... 

672 

54 

8-03 

Leavers 

562 

73 

I2‘9 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

2 1 35 

188 

8-8 

Other  Routine  Inspections  ... 

Nil 
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Malnutrition. 


Uncleanliness. 


Skin 


Eye. 

Defects 


There  were  no  cases  found  of  children  under  this 
heading  requiring  treatment  at  the.  routine  examina¬ 
tions,  hut  25  required  to  he  kept  under  observation. 
These  children  were  suffering  from  malnutrition,  due 
chiefly  to  unsuitable  feeding,  and  tin*  parents  were  given 
advice  as  to  how  they  should  he  treated  to  improve  their 
health  and  condition  generally.  Fifteen  children  were 
treated  at  I  Ik1  School  Clinic  with  more  or  less  good  re¬ 
sults,  and  110  were  being  kept  under  observation.  The 
parents  of  these  children  were  urged  to  pay  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  avoid  the  causes  of  these  defects. 

There  was  no  case  reported  by  the  Medical  Exam¬ 
iners  of  children  suffering  from  this  defect,  but  a  few 
cases  were  found  by  the  nurses  during  their  cleanliness 
survey.  The  parents  were  interviewed  with  regard  to 
the  condition,  and  were  warned  that  their  children  must 
he  kept  clean.  (Figures  included  in  Table  IV.). 

There  was  only  one  case  of  ringworm  of  scalp  found 
in  the  routine  examinations,  hut  17  cases  were  found  and 
treated  at  the  School  Clinic  with  satisfactory  results,  two 
cast's  only  were  very  obstinate  and  were  sent  to  the  bos- 
pital  to  have  X-Ray  treatment.  Five  children  had 
ringworm  of  the  body,  and  were  dealt  with  at  the  Clinic 
with  satisfactory  results.  There  were'  no  cases  of  scabies 
found  in  any  of  the  schools  during  the  year. 

There  were  63  cases  of  impetigo,  all  of  which  were 
treated  at  the  School  Clinic.  Then*  wen;  4  oilier  cases  of 
skin  affections  at  the  routine  examinations  and  !)  amongst 
the  specials,  all  receiving  treatment  with  good  results. 

Eight  children  were  found  suffering  from  blepharitis 
amongst  the  routine  and  6  amongst  the  specials;  all  re¬ 
ceived  proper  treatment.  Ten  cases  of  conjunctivitis 
amongst  the  specials  wen;  treated  with  good  results,  and 
6  cases  of  corneal  opacity.  Eighty-two  children  were 
suffering  from  defective  vision,  and  were  recommended 
for  treatment.  A  number  of  these  were  found  by  the 
Specialist  at  I  he  Hospital  not  to  he  serious,  but  34  were 
supplied  with  suitable  spectacles.  Forty-four  children 
having  slight  visual  defects  were  advised  to  lx;  kept  under 
observation.  Seven  children  amongst  I  he  specials  were 
sent  to  hospital.  Thirteen  children  were  affected  with 
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(Car. 

Defects. 


squint,  and  were  recommended  lor  treatment.  There 
were  3  other  east's  of  eye  defeels  Irealt'd  a, I  I  lie  Clinic. 


•ee  children  in  routine  wore  recommended  for 
Irealmenl,  2  others  were  to  be  kept  under  observation. 
Tli ret'  children  were-  Irealt'd  for  olilis  media  amongst  the 
specials.  Ten  children  amongst  the  routine  and  23 
amongst  I  lit1  specials  wore  treated  for  other  forms  of 
ear  disease  with  more  or  less  good  results. 


Fifty  children  will)  enlarged  tonsils  in  the  routine 
groups  and  5  amongst  the  specials  were  recommended 
for  treatment.  Ten  routine  cases  and  20  specials  were 
to  be  kept  under  observation.  Four  children  in  the 
special  group  were  recommended  for  treatment  of 
adenoids.  Twenty-seven  amongst  the  routine  inspec¬ 
tions  were  recommended  for  treatment  of  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids.  Eleven  children  attended  the 
Clinic  for  other  throat  affections. 


Knlnrsrod 
Cervical. 
Glands 
( Non- 

Tubcreular). 


Twenty-five  children  were  found  with  enlarged 
cervical  glands  o!  a  non-l uhercular  type,  chiefly  due  to 
sores  or  nits  in  the  hair. 


Pifrctivc  There  were  two  children  suffering  from  defects  of 

speech,  one  due  to  cleft  palate,  the  other  was  a  stam¬ 
merer,  and  is  to  be  kept  under  observation.  The  parents 
of  tin'  child  suffering  from  cleft  palate  refuse  to  have  any 
operation  whatever. 

ncntal  143  children  were  found  at  the  recent  routine  ex¬ 

aminations  having  dental  defects  of  a  more  or  less  serious 
character.  Table  IV.  gives  the  results  of  the  examina¬ 
tions  made  by  the  School  Dentist  at  the  various  schools 
during  the  past  year,  together  with  the  amount  of  dental 
work  accomplished.  I  should  like  to  express  my  appre¬ 
ciation  ol  his  work;  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
condition  ol  the  children’s  teeth  during  the  past  few 
years.  Dr.  Tregea  takes  a  very  great  interest  in  his 
work,  and  is  most  anxious  to  do  his  best  for  the  children. 

I Tn fortunately  a  good  many  of  the  parents  refuse  to  have 
t heir  children’s  mouths  attended  to,  or  will  not  take  the 
trouble  to  bring  them  to  the  Clinic  to  have  them  treated. 
Still,  in  spile  of  these  obstacles,  good  work  is  being  done, 
and  we  hope  as  time  goes  on  the  parents  will  learn  how 
much  depends  on  tin*  stale  of  the  children’s  mouths  in 
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Heart 

Defects. 


Dungs. 

Itronchitis. 


Pulmonary 
'1  nberculosis. 


Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Tuberculosis. 

Nervous 

System. 


Deformities. 


preven I i ng  other  far-rea riling  troubles,  such  ns  rbeu- 
malism,  enlarged  septic  lonsils,  digestive  troubles  oi 
various  kinds,  and  loot linclie.  One  of  llie  things  which 
might  be  suggested  lo  the  parents  who  visit  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  is  that  the  children  should  be  taught  to 
use  a  tooth  brush  night  and  morning  with  a  little  com¬ 
mon  salt,  and  thus  prevent  a  collection  of  food  around 
I  In'  teeth,  which  ferments  and  helps  lo  destroy  the 
enamel  of  the  teeth  and  leads  to  oarlv  decav. 

fj  v 

Sixteen  children  were  found  with  heart  affections 
(organic)  and  required  to  be  kept  under  observation,  4 
others  wore  suffering  from  functional  heart  trouble. 
There  wen*  also  8  amongst  the  specials  examined  who 
required  treatment.  There  were  no  cases  of  anaemia 
reported  during  the  past  year’s  examinations. 

Nine  children  wen*  found  suffering  from  bronchitis 
in  the  rouline*inspeclions,  and  41  children  amongst  the 
specials.  These  were  all  excluded  from  school,  and  re¬ 
turned  free  from  bronchitis.  There  was  one  other  child 
suffering  from  another  respiratory  disorder,  and  was 
treated  for  same. 

Four  children  were  found  suffering  from  suspected 
tuberculosis,  and  were  kept  under  observation.  Three 
specials  were  found  lo  be  suffering  from  the  disease  and 
were  excluded  from  school,  and  were  ordered  treatment. 
Three  other  specials  were  kepi  under  observation  as  sus¬ 
pected  cases. 

One  child  had  tubercular  glands. 

Three  children  wen*  subject  lo  slight  attacks  of 
epilepsy,  and  were  ordered  lo  have  medical  treatment. 
Six  children  in  the  special  group  were  suffering  from 
chorea.  They  were  excluded  from  school  and  received 
proper  treatment .  Three  others  were  suffering  from  slight 
nervous  disorders,  and  were  kept  under  observation 
amongst  the  routines  and  2  amongst  the  specials. 

One  child  suffering  from  rickets  was  recommended 
for  treatment,  11  others  were  lo  be  kept  under  ob¬ 
servation.  Three  children  we* re  ordered  treatment  for 
spinal  curvature,  and  one  special.  One  other  child  in 
the  routine  inspection  and  one  special  were  advised  treat¬ 
ment  for  other  deformities. 
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Other 

Defects. 


Ten  children  in  the  roiiline  group  and  222  amongst 
I  lie  specials  were  recommended  for  l.realmenl  of  various 
delects.  Nine  others  were  lo  he  kepi  under  observation 
and  DO  specials. 
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Ulind 
Childn  n. 


Deaf  &  Dumb 
Children. 


Mentally 

Defective 

Children. 


Children. 

Delicate 


Tnberculos 
Ch  ildren. 


Crippled 

Children. 


We  have  one  child  al  llic  Hoyal  Instil  1 1 1  ion  lor  the 
Blind  at  Birmingham,  who  is  pa rl ial ly  blind,  and  could 
not  bo  taught  in  an  olomonlary  school. 

Wo  have  two  hoys  and  a  girl  al  Iho  l)o«d’  and  Dumb 
Inst  i I  u I  ion ,  all  of  whom  an*  making  vorv  satisfactory 
progress. 

Wo  have  17  children  (12  boys  and  5  girls)  who  are 
attending  our  elementary  schools  who  cannot  benefit  by 
any  instruction  which  they  receive  by  tin*  ordinary 
methods  employed.  They  require  leaching  in  a  Special 
School. 

The  scheme  proposed  some  lime  ago  by  which  Old¬ 
bury,  Dudley,  and  Tipton  would  join  to  found  a  school 
has  fallen  through,  so  the*  problem  how  to  deal  with  the 
matter  is  still  unsolved.  There  are  two  children  (both 
girls)  whose  parents  have  not  any  control  over  them,  and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  gel  them  placed  at  a  suitable 
insl  it  ul  ion. 

During  the  year  B.‘{  children  wen*  sent  to  the  West 
Malvern  Open-Air  School,  and  all  of  them  were  greatly 
benefited  by  the  change.  They  all  gained  in  weight,  and 
most  of  them  gained  in  height  up  to  an  inch,  and  from 
being  pale-faced  children  returned  ruddy  and  healthy  in 
appearance,  and  their  general  condition  had  vastly  im¬ 
proved. 

The  parents  have  all,  without  exception,  expressed 
their  thanks  and  appreciation  on  the  children’s  return 
for  flu*  kindness  and  treatment  they  had  received  al  the 
hands  of  the  teachers  and  matron  during  their  stay  at 
the  school.  We  have  made  provision  for  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  children  in  tin*  coming  year. 

One  child  was  sent  to  Knighlwick  Sanatorium  suf¬ 
fering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  two  for  other 
forms  of  that  disease. 

Twenty-one  children  were  suffering  from  various 
forms  of  crippling,  7  of  which  were  affected  with  infan¬ 
tile  paralysis,  and  the  remaining  children  were  affected 
with  talepes  and  hip  joint  diseases,  knock  knee,  and 
spinal  deformity.  Most  of  the  children  wen*  or  are  re¬ 
ceiving  treatment  at  tin*  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Birmingham.  Table  IV.  gives  tin*  numbers  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  delects  treated  during  the  year. 


Table  III.  gives  a  full  statement  of  all  the  exceptional 
children  in  our  area. 


TABLE  III. 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area  in  1925. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Blind  (including 

(i)  Suitable  for  training  in 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 

partially  blind) 

a  School  or  Class  for 

the  Blind  ... 

— 

— 

— 

the  totally  blind. 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Suitable  for  training  in 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 

a  School  or  Class  for 

the  Blind  ... 

— 

1 

1 

the  partially  blind. 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

— 

1 

(Excluded  at  present). 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

2 

Deaf  (including 

(i)  Suitable  for  training  in 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 

deaf  and  dumb 

a  School  or  Class  for 

the  Deaf 

2 

1 

3 

and  partially 

the  totally  deaf  or 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

deaf] 

deaf  and  dumb. 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Suitable  for  training  in 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 

a  School  or  Class  for 

the  Deaf 

— 

— 

— 

the  partially  deaf. 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

““ 

— 

Mentally  Defective 

Feeble  -  minded  (cases  not 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally 

notifiable  to  the  Focal 

Defective  Children 

— 

— 

— 

Control  Authority). 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

12 

5 

17 

At  other  Institutions 

2 

— 

2 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

4 

3 

7 

Notified  to  the  Focal  Control 

Feeble-minded 

— 

— 

— 

Authority  during  the  year. 

Imbeciles 

— 

— 

— 

Idiots 

Epileptics. 

Suffering  from  severe  epi- 

Attending  Certified  Special  Schools  for 

lepsy. 

Epileptics 

— 

— 

— 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Special 

Schools 

— 

1 

1 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

2 

4 

Suffering  from  'epilepsy 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

4 

7 

which  is  not  severe. 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

* 

Physically 

Infectious  pulmonary  and 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanitorium  Schools  ap- 

Defective. 

glandular  tuberculosis. 

proved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

Board 

— 

1 

1 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

2 

4 

Non-iniecuous  but  active 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanitorium  Schools  ap- 

pulmonary  and  glandular 

proved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

tuberculosis. 

Board 

— 

— 

— 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

8 

3 

11 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

Delicate  children  (e.g.,  pre- 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools... 

25 

28 

53 

or  latent  tuberculosis, 

At  Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools  (for 

malnutrition,  debility, 

periods) 

— 

— 

— 

anaemia,  etc.). 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

60 

65 

125 

(Including  long  absences). 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

35 

45 

80 

Active  non-pulmonary 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools  approved 

tuberculosis. 

by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the  Board... 

2 

— 

2 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

5 

5 

10 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

10 

6 

16 

Crippled  Children  (other 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

— 

— 

_ 

than  those  with  active 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple  Schools  ... 

— 

— 

— 

tuberculous  disease),  e.g., 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools  ... 

— 

— 

— 

children  suffering  from 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

13 

8 

21 

paralysis,  etc.,  and  in- 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

eluding  those  with  severe 

At  no  School  or  Institution. 

5 

3 

8 

b^art  disease. 
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Table  IV.  gives  the  number  of  children  treated  for 
various  defects  found  during  the  year. 

TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during:  the  Year 
ended  31st  December,  1925. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

GROUP  I. — MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Under  Local1 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Skin — Ringworm-Scalp 

18 

_ 

18 

Ringworm-Body 

5 

— 

5 

Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

63 

— 

63 

Other  skin  disease 

9 

14 

Minor  Eye  Defects  (external  and  other)  ... 

27 

6 

33 

Minor  Ear  Defects  ... 

29 

7 

36 

Miscellaneous  (e.£.,  minor  injuries,  bruises, 
sores,  chilblains,  etc 

291 

28 

3i9 

Total 

442 

4b 

488 

GROUP  (I. -DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments.) 


No.  of  Defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme — 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or 

Hospital. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (includ¬ 
ing  Squint) 

5 1 

17 

68 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eye  (excluding  those  re¬ 
corded  in  Group  I. 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 1 

J7 

— 

68 

Total  No.  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed  : 

(a)  Under  the  Authority's  Scheme  ...  ...  44 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  1? 

Total  No.  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  Spectacles  : 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  40 

( b )  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 
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Table  IV. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1925. 

continued. 

GROUP  III. —TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 


Receivicij  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  Local 
Education  Authority’s 
Scheme— Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital. 

Total. 

Received  other 
forms  of 

Tx  eat  merit. 

Total 

N  umber 
Treated 

19 

IO 

29 

8 

37 

GROUP  IV.— DENTAL  DEFECTS. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were:  — 
fa)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : 

Aged  : 

i  (6)  404 

Routine  Age  Groups  -  (7)  424 
'  (8)  486 

Specials  ...  ...  ...  325 

Grand  Total  ...  1639 

(b)  Foun  d  to  require  treatment  ...  1212 

(c)  Actually  treated — Clinic  692,  other  72 

dl)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as 
the  result  of  periodical  examina¬ 
tions...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Failed  to  keep  appointed  ...  ...  123 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 


Inspection 

Treatment 

..  231 

...  66/ 

Total 

89 

(3)  Attendance  made 

by  children 

for  treatment  ... 

... 

... 

784 

(4)  Fillings  :  — 

Permanent  teeth... 

104  1 

Total 

115 

Temporary  teeth... 
(5)  Extractions  :  — 

111 

Permanent  teeth 

132  1 

Total 

1476 

Temporary  teeth 

1344  \ 

(6)  Administration 

of  general 

anaesthetics  for  extractions 

692 

(7)  Other  operations 

:  — 

Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 

<n 

-j 

Total 

6 

1  Total 

j  1314 


GROUP  V. — U NC L E AN L I N ESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by 

the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  (Total  390 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools  by 

School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...9909 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  : — 

5  Dirty  :  66  Lice:  1022  Nits. 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...Nil. 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  ...  Nil 
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Table  IVa. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Table  lVu.  gives  the  cases  of  inl'ccl ions  disease'  noli- 
ii(M  1  umongsl  l  he  school  children  during  I  lie  year: 


School. 

Sc.'irlet  Cover. 

Diphtheria. 

Church  of  England  ... 

— 

— 

St.  John’s 

— 

— 

Wesley  Street  Council 

— 

1 

Til  ford  lioad  Council 

0 

1 

St.  Francis  Xavier’s 

2 

— 

Rounds  Green  Council 

— 

— 

Tabernacle 

4 

— 

St.  MiehaeFs 

— 

— 

Good  Shepherd 

.  .  . 

— 

Rood  End  Council 

1 

1 

Worley  Council 

1 

— 

Castle  Road  Council  ... 

1 

— 

Abbey  Road  Council 

t. 

:i 

2 

Totals  . 

...  14 

h 

Then1  were  several  outbreaks  of  chickenpox, 
measles,  and  mumps  throughout  (lie  district  during  the 
year,  but  of  not  such  severity  as  to  cause1  school  closure. 
Speaking  generally,  infectious  disease  was  not  very  pre¬ 
valent  during  the  past  year. 

SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

The  School  Clinic  has  now  been  placed  ou  a  satis¬ 
factory  basis.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  following 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Education  by  the 
appointment  of  a  second  nurse.  The  Inspectors,  when 
they  visited  the  district,  reported  that  it  was  quite  im¬ 
possible  for  the  work  to  be  carried  out  efficiently  with 
only  one  nurse. 

The  Clinic  is  now  open  every  morning  at  9  a.m.  for 
I  real  moot  of  minor  ailments  by  the  nurses.  On  Tuesday 
mornings  I  attend  to  examine  the  children  and  advise  the 
parents  as  to  what  steps  should  he  taken  with  regard  to 


treatment  ol  I  lie  various  defects,  and  when  necessary  to 
send  them  to  their  own  family  medical  attendant,  or  to 
one  of  the  local  hospitals. 

There  are  now  three  dental  sessions  per  week,  two 
being  devoted  for  treatment  at  the  Clinic,  and  one  usually 
lor  inspection  at  one  of  the  schools.  More  dental  work 
has,  therefore,  been  accomplished,  but  this  arrangement 
falls  short  of  the  necessary  requirements  to  meet  the  num¬ 
ber  of  dental  cases  calling  for  treatment,  and  it  will  be 
necessary,  it  this  work  is  to  be  carried  out  efficiently,  for 
a  whole-time  dentist  to  be  employed  in  the  immediate 
future. 

THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

During  the  past  year  an  Inspector  has  been  appointed 
for  the  control  of  the  employment  of  young  children. 
This  is  having  a  very  good  effect  in  protecting  children, 
who  are  found  on  medical  examination  unfitted  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  required  of  them.  This  has  been  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  which  has  been  wanted  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time,  and  will  prove  beneficial  for  these  poor 
children  who  have  to  follow  this  kind  of  employment. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS  IN  NECESSITOUS  CASES. 

The  Children’s  Care  Committee  are  taking  steps  for 
providing  a  midday  meal  for  a  curtain  number  of  children 
who  evidently  are  very  badly  nourished,  due  to  under¬ 
feeding,  whose  parents  are  in  very  needy  circumstances, 
and  unable  to  provide  suitable  and  nourishing  food. 

THE  CHILDREN’S  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  still  takes  the  same  vigorous  interest 
on  behalf  or  the  children,  as  in  I  lie  past  years,  since  it  was 
formed.  Their  efforts  manifest  themselves  in  many 
directions,  in  visiting  the  children's  homes,  providing 
boots  and  clothing  when  necessary;  this  has  enabled  some 
of  the  children  to  go  to  the  Open-Air  School  at  Malvern, 
otherwise  they  could  not  have  gone. 

1  should  once  more  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  Medical  Examiners  at  the  way  they  carry  out  their 
work,  and  also  for  the  good  advice  they  give  to  the  parents 
who  attend  at  the  schools  during  the  examinations  of 


I  heir  children.  The  same  remarks  may  apply  lo  Miss 
Ricketts  ami  the  Nurses,  who  do  their  utmost  to  help  in 
every  way  the  good  work  which  is  being  accomplished. 

THE  STATE  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  are  being  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion.  The  sanitary  arrangements  are  kept  in  good  order. 
There  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water,  the  heating 
of  the  schools  is  satisfactory.  The  School  Management 
Committee  are  providing  belter  and  more  suitable 
desks  where  required.  They  are  also  taking  measures 
lo  deal  with  certain  overcrowding  existing  in  some  of  the 
schools;  this  when  the  new  schools  at  present  under  con¬ 
sideration  are  erected,  will  be  ultimately  remedied. 

In  conclusion,  l  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  there 
is  a  steady  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  children 
attending  our  schools,  and  that  our  labours  are  producing 
beneficial  results. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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Langley  House, 

Langley, 

24th  April,  1926. 


L)r.  Dr.  Buttery, 

In  presoil  ling  a  short  report  oi  I  he  work  of  medical 
inspection  of  school  children  for  the  past  year,  1  must 
again  express  my  thanks  lo  I  he  head  teachers  for  their 
assistance. 

The  attendance  of  parents  has  been  most  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and  they  appear  to  Lake  a  keen  interest  in  the 
examination  of  their  children,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  only 
too  glad  to  carry  out  the  advice  given  to  them. 

There  is  a  further  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of 
the  children,  hut  in  many  instances  the  clothing  and  foot¬ 
gear  are  still  very  poor. 

The  children  having  denial  defects  are  recommended 
for  treatment  by  the  School  Dentist.  The  parents  are 
beginning  to  realise  the  necessity  of  having  the  teeth  at¬ 
tended  lo,  especially  when  il  is  pointed  out  lo  them  how 
injurious  bad  teeth  are  to  the  health  generally. 

There  is  slill  great  difficulty  in  persuading  a  number 
of  llie  parents  to  have  operative  treatment  for  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  although  in  every  case  where  they 
have  been  removed  the  health  of  the  child  has  greatly 
improved. 

Several  children  were  found  lo  he  suffering  from 
otorrhcea,  all  of  whom  were  receiving  attention. 

As  in  former  years,  most  of  the  visual  defects  have 
been  treated  al  I  lie  West  Bromwich  or  Birmingham  Eye 
Hospitals,  and  suitable  spectacles  provided. 

At  one  of  the  schools  l  discovered  a  boy  with  trans¬ 
position  of  internal  viscera — i.c.,  all  the  internal  organs 
being  on  the  opposite  side  from  the  normal.  1  had  this 
confirmed  by  X-ray  examination.  The  boy  is  in  perfect 
health,  and  the  condition,  I  hough  extremely  rare,  is  quite 
compatible  with  a  normal  stall*  of  health. 

1  came  across  six  oases  of  valvular  disease  of  the 
heart,  which  1  shall  keep  under  observation. 
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Three  children  were,  suffering  from  spinal  curvature, 
and  were  recommended  to  the  Koyal  Orthopedic  Hos¬ 
pital,  two  of  whom,  1  understand,  have  attended  there 
for  treatment. 

i  recommended  several  children  for  admission  to  the 
Malvern  Open-Air  School,  and  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  good  results  obtained  during  their  residence 
there. 

I  could  wish  that  Oldbury  made  provision  for  more 
children  to  go  there  from  this  district.  It  is  hardly  pos¬ 
sible  to  overrate  the  amount  of  good  which  results  from 
a  stay  at  the  O.A.S.  for  children  receive  both  mentally 
and  bodily,  such  a  start  in  the  race  for  good  health,  that 
enables  them  to  throw  off  the  handicap  which,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  they  are  of  poor  parentage,  so  many  of  them 
are  encumbered  with,  and  the  good  done  to  children  at 
such  an  age  is  bound  to  result  in  their  future  well-being. 


Yours  sincerely, 

LOUIS  C.  S.  BROUGHTON, 
School  Medical  Inspector. 


